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What is the Resilient Shorelines Partnership? 

 A collaborative effort led by the Association of Bay Area 

Governments, the Bay Conservation and Development 

Commission, and the California Coastal Conservancy 

 Working to engage public, private, and non-profit 

agencies and organizations to understand shoreline 

vulnerabilities in order to increase resilience 

 Seeking to meet the objectives of the Joint Policy 

Committee’s 2012 vote to take the lead in developing a 

regional sea level rise approach for the Bay Area 

 



 

 

 

Resilient Shorelines Partnership Seeks To: 

 Assess the vulnerabilities to the region and 

identify the consequences of those 

vulnerabilities 

 Identify priorities and opportunities for the 

region and local jurisdictions to respond to the 

vulnerabilities  

 Develop cross-jurisdictional solutions related 

to: 

 Policy, planning and technical assistance 

 Implementation guidance 

 Funding 

 



 

 

 

Partnership Goals and Objectives 

1. Identify how shoreline risks (from sea level rise, storm events, or 

a major earthquake) will affect the future of Bay Area shoreline 

communities, infrastructure, ecosystems and economy, by: 

a. Assessing regional flood management capacity, limitations 

and interdependencies 

b. Identifying the areas and regional assets that are at risk of 

due to sea level rise, storm events, or a major earthquake 

c. Gaining a better understanding of the consequences these 

risks have on shoreline communities 

 



 

 

 

Goals and Objectives (con.) 

2. Develop local and regional approaches that 

reduce vulnerabilities and build resilience 

3. Address the four frames of sustainability: 

Society and Equity, Environment, Economy and 

Governance  

4. Avoid duplication, make efficient use of limited 

resources, increase coordination and 

collaboration, identify gaps and needs, and 

establish priorities  



 

 

 

Goals and Objectives (con.) 

5. Develop the shared regional data, functions, 

and capabilities necessary to support 

interagency work across geographic scales 

6. Inform updates to Plan Bay Area and other 

regional plans and projects to help shoreline 

communities build resilience 

7. Seek financing to support actions and 

strategies at local and regional scales to 

increase resilience 

 



 

 

 

Activities Completed to Date 

 Regular meetings of the Executive Directors and core 

staff to set goals and objectives, identify issues, and 

define roles and responsibilities  

 Identification of current programs and projects that if 

conducted collaboratively among the three agencies 

would support the partnership’s goals and objectives 

 A high level review of existing information on shoreline 

protection, shoreline ownership, and the agencies and 

organizations responsible for flood management 

 Development of a near term work scope and 

consideration of longer term collaborative activities 

 



 

 

 

Near Term Work Scope Action Items 

 Review and summarize existing information on shoreline 

protection, shoreline ownership, and the agencies and 

organizations responsible for flood management 

 Gain a better understanding of the consequences of 

shoreline vulnerabilities on the Bay Area 



 

 

 

Preliminary Findings 

 Certain areas along the shoreline are highly complex due to 

ownership, jurisdiction and authority and this will make taking 

action to manage flooding more challenging (Hayward 

Shoreline example) 

 Transportation and utilities are among the assets that will be 

affected earliest and will have the most widespread 

consequences on society, economy and environment 

 Areas along the shoreline already experience flooding, are 

mapped by FEMA as within the 100-year flood zone or 

protected by structures not designed as flood protection 

 



San Francisco Bay Flood Agency Inventory (draft) 



Preliminary analysis of acres of land (by County) 

that could be flooded due to sea level rise 

SLR (feet + MHHW) 
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Approach for assessing shoreline and flood 

management agency and infrastructure vulnerability 



Synthesis Report (draft in Winter 2015) 

Summarize regional partner project, studies and 

reports to highlight what we know about the 

vulnerability to current and future flooding and 

the potential consequences on the region 

 Adapting to Rising Tides Program 

 FHWA-funded Transportation Adaptation 

 Regional Housing and Community Risk 

 South Bay Shoreline Study 

 Surviving the Storm Report 

 Flood Control 2.0 

 Bayland Ecosystem Habitat Goals 

Update www.everytrail.com 



Questions? 

Resilient Shorelines Core Staff Team 

Caitlin Sweeney, ABAG 

caitlin.sweeney@waterboards.ca.gov 

Lindy Lowe, BCDC 

lindyl@bcdc.ca.gov 

Matthew Gerhart, SCC 

mgerhart@scc.ca.gov 

 


